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Plagiarism and When to Reference

Time scale for the activity

Total time: 15-20 minutes.
Learning Outcomes

By the end of this section students should be able to:

· Recall what is meant by plagiarism
· Consider different scenarios and judge in each case whether or not they would be classed as plagiarism
· Consider different scenarios and judge in each case whether or not a reference would be required

Background
Plagiarism is taken very seriously at university level, be it intentional or unintentional plagiarism. In essence, plagiarism is a form of cheating because the plagiariser is effectively taking credit for someone else’s work. Students can sometimes fall into the trap of unintentionally plagiarising and this session aims to highlight all the different forms of plagiarism to help students avoid this. At best plagiarism can lead to assignments needing to be re-written and/or marks deducted. At worst, plagiarism can lead to expulsion from the university. 

Universities have many ways of detecting plagiarism. As well as the expertise of the academic staff who mark the work, most universities will also use plagiarism detecting software such as Turnitin.

Activity
To start you may like to read out the following definitions of plagiarism:

· “Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work intentionally or unintentionally as if it were your own” 
University of Birmingham (2010) Study Skills – Plagiarism [online course]. Available from: www.weblearn.bham.ac.uk. [Accessed 1st June 2011].

· “The action or practice of taking someone else's work, idea, etc., and passing it off as one's own; literary theft.” 
Oxford English Dictionary (2006) 3rd ed. [online]. Available from:
http://www.oed.com:80/Entry/144939 [Accessed 1st June 2011].

Ask the students to complete the plagiarism quiz  using the Turning point software. Some explanatory text for each answer is also provided.

Teacher’s Note: in the quiz we frequently refer to the word ‘credit’. In the case of academic writing this would usually translate into ‘marks’: i.e. gaining credit means gaining higher marks. 

1) It is the day before your assignment is due to be submitted.  You contact an online essay writing service, who later that day (for a fee) emails you an essay that meets your requirements.  The next day you submit this essay.  Is this plagiarism?

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


This is clearly plagiarism because you have paid someone to write the assignment for you. You are then submitting someone else’s work and claiming it as your own.

2) You have been asked to submit an essay on Romeo and Juliet and your cousin emails you her old A* essay on that topic, you make a few alterations and add a few new ideas.  You submit this essay.  Is this plagiarism? 

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


This is plagiarism as you are effectively re-submitting your cousin’s assignment and claiming it as your own. You haven’t credited your cousin for the work that you have copied and therefore regardless of how much or how little you have copied it will still be deemed as plagiarism.  
3) In your essay you discuss your own thoughts on banking bonuses. Do you need to reference?

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


These are your own thoughts; you are not relying on the thinking of others. Therefore this isn’t plagiarism. 
4) You are writing an assignment about the British Constitution and you state that the Queen is the Head of State of the UK.  Do you need to provide a reference for this?  

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


Strictly speaking you don’t need to reference this as it is common knowledge (i.e. something that the majority of people will know). However if you do reference this you will not be penalised, but a reference in such instances is unnecessary.
5) You include a table of data or a picture from another source.  Do you need to reference? 

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


Just because this is an image it doesn’t exclude it from the referencing process. For example, if you included a table of data in your work and didn’t reference it, the conclusion the reader would come to is that you had generated the data and created the table yourself. If you didn’t generate the data or create the table you would be taking credit for someone else’s work. The same can be said to be true for photographs, images, pictures, figures etc. By including a reference will also enable the reader to locate the primary data for themselves.
6) You paraphrase in your essay Richard Dawkins’ views on natural selection from one of his popular books. Because you are not directly quoting you don’t put quotation marks. Do you need to reference? 

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


You are using Richard Dawkins’ views (rather than your own) and even though you have not quoted word for word you will still need to reference to credit his views: otherwise the reader will assume they are your own views and give you unearned credit accordingly. 

7) You and a friend are taking the same module and therefore have the same essay to write.  The essay is not to be done as group work.  You and your friend write your essays in the library together and end up with very similar essays.  Is this plagiarism?

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


This is called ‘collusion’ which is a low level form of plagiarism. This is a common form of unintentional plagiarism. For example there have been instances where two people have studied together, shared materials, chatted about the topic. The problem arises when the two students sit down and write their essays and discuss as they do so what they are about to write for each part of the essay. The essays are consequently likely to be very similar in both structure and opinion. Therefore the marker can no longer distinguish whose work they are marking: i.e. did all of the good ideas come from student A or student B? Markers need to be able to assess students on their own work and their own merit.
8) You find a paragraph in a book that supports an argument that you are making in your assignment.  You copy this paragraph into your assignment, putting quotations marks at the start and finish and provide a citation.  Is this plagiarism?
	Yes
	

	No
	

	Unsure
	


This is precisely what students should be doing!
